
1. Prayers: All Good Gifts Around Us
Approach
Provider God, we come before you in worship,

We exalt you and praise your name for ever.

Provider God, you have given us food in rich abundance,

We exalt you and praise your name for ever.

Provider God, you are the source of all that helps us to live day by day.

We exalt you and praise your name for ever.

Confession
Creator God, you have made us to be stewards of the fish in the sea, yet we have plundered the oceans’ harvest and polluted marine habitats.

Creator God, forgive us when we fail to recognise that we are made in your likeness.

Help us to live according to your holy will.

Creator God, you have made us to be stewards of the birds of the sky, yet we have failed to protect their food sources and have destroyed their nesting grounds.

Creator God, forgive us when we fail to recognise that we are made in your likeness.

Help us to live according to your holy will.

Creator God, you have made us to be stewards over the livestock and all wild animals, yet we have treated them as disposables and as a cheap source of protein.

Creator God, forgive us when we fail to recognise that we are made in your likeness.

Help us to live according to your holy will.

Creator God, you have made us to be stewards over the whole of creation, yet we have standardised for quality at the expense of biodiversity and been governed by our wants rather than our needs.

Creator God, forgive us when we fail to recognise that we are made in your likeness.

Help us to live according to your holy will.

May Creator God who looked at creation and declared it very good, look on our repentance and grant us full forgiveness for the sake of his son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect
Our Lord Jesus Christ, at the wedding in Cana, was prepared to be involved in the solution to the problem. The servants obeyed him and he turned jars of water into the choicest wine. So may we also be prepared to do whatever he tells us in order to turn the ordinary into the extraordinary. May our best efforts be a sign of his glory. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Intercession 1.
Lord, we pray for our complex, fragile world where crops are sometimes poor and where harvest fail due to war, drought, climate change and natural disaster.

Lord, may we seek to understand and be part of your food plan,

And may we daily receive your goodness with gratitude.

Lord, we pray for our complex, co-dependent  world where global transport means that food travels many miles to be consumed by the wealthy minority, and is not shared with the hungry.

Lord, may we seek to understand and be part of your food plan,

And may we daily receive your goodness with gratitude.

Lord, we pray for our complex, broken world where the relationship between farmers and consumers is becoming increasingly anonymous and where food is expected to be delivered on demand.

Lord, may we seek to understand and be part of your food plan,

And may we daily receive your goodness with gratitude.

Intercession 2.
Salvation comes from the Lord,

The God of Heaven, who made the sea and the land.

His mercy extends to all people.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Salvation comes from the Lord,

The God of Heaven, who longs to see his people 

turn from their evil ways. 

He is the source of all justice and compassion.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Salvation comes from the Lord,

The God of Heaven, who is gracious and

relents from sending calamity.

He is slow to anger and abounding in love.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Thanksgiving
Let us give thanks to God for the bountiful and beautiful bonanza of foods from across the globe, for all that astounds our eyes and whets our appetite.

Food is a gift from God.

Let us share and celebrate.

Let us give thanks to God for the wealth of delicious and diverse delights that excite our taste buds.

Food is a gift from God.

Let us share and celebrate.

Let us give thanks to God for the smells and sounds of food in preparation that heighten our eager anticipation.

Food is a gift from God.

Let us share and celebrate.

Let us give thanks to God for the energy and sustenance that we gain from his wonderful and varied range of provision.

Food is a gift from God.

Let us share and celebrate.

Let us give thanks for meals shared that build unity and relationships and that can be a route to reconciliation.

Food is a gift from God.

Let us share and celebrate.

Let us give thanks to God for this bread and this wine, food to remind us of the death and resurrection of our Lord.

Food is a gift from God.

Let us share and celebrate.

Blessing
May Almighty God, who made everything that has breath and who established amazing plants for food, send us out to enjoy and to cherish his good creation and to share justly the abundance of his provision. And may the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with us all now and for ever. Amen.
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